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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


‘fullone. It was said to be founded on the prin- 
ciple of noticing * work done” and therefore did 


hot mention a New Charter, because ‘the Council 
had treated that subject as not worth consideration, 


We venture to think that the publication of a full | The Teport did, however, refer to some proposed 


report of the Annual Meeting during the week in 
which it is held, is good evidence of the usefulness 
of The Record. We say this without insisting that 
the recent meeting was very useful, or that future 
meetings may not be absolutely useless. Whatever 
the value of an individual meeting may be it is 
necessary that the profession should have, as early 
as possible, an opportunity of examining it. <A 


regulations for examination, which are cer- 


” 


tainly not ** work done.” The report should refer 
to all subjects disposed of by the Council during the 
year, whether adopted or rejected. If we grant 
that the Annual Report should be as bare a statement 
as possible and that the annual meeting should be 
got over as speedily as possible, we may arrive at 
atime when the Council will be as much master of 


cooler, and perhaps better view can be taken of a 
meeting outside of the heated room in which men 
speak, and an impartial short-hand writer can pro- | 
duce a report which affords those who were not | 
present an opportunity of fairly judging the merits | 
of the speakers and of the questions discussed. | 
Want of experience of the formalities of public | 
meetings led some members into a little confusion. | 
Every year this same mistake is evidenced, and it. 
may be well to repeat that the first stage is to have 
a Report received. After this pure formality, the 
adoption of the report is proposed, and discussion 
becomes admissible. The discussion tou be in order, 
must of course, have direct relation to the contents 
of the report. The relativeness of any remarks is 
amatter for the discretion of the chairman, who, 
like the umpire at a cricket match, is taken to be 
above suspicion and always right. Unfortunately, 
every human being is liable to err, be he umpire or 
chairman, but unless his error is very flagrant it 
must not be objected to except by the mildest pro- 
test. As a matter of fact, nearly all public meet- 
ings have some difficulties on these points, From 
our Imperial Government downwards—down to the 
Islington Vestry—the party in power so frame their 
resolutions and word their reports as to evade dis- 
cussion, The opposition naturally try to widen the 
question and get at the weak points which have 
heen carefully protected. 


The Council of the Royal College are just like 
other governing budies, and they frame their An- 
nual Report for other reasons than the provision of 
4 good discussion. ‘The requisites for a satisfactory 
meeting are a full report, a Chairman who allows a 
Teasonable latitude to all speakers, and an audience 
hot wanting in confidence or good humour. 


The Meeting on Monday could not be called 
(lute satisfactory, The report presented was not a 


the profession as it was before the days of voting 
papers. 

It would not be a difficult matter to frame a re- 
port which should omit all reference to any subject 
on which the Council and profession might differ. 
According to recent rulings this would debar all 
discussion. We cannot accept this ruling. as it 
must be evident that a direct negative to the pro- 
posal that the report be adopted would admit any 
discussion that the most obstructive individual cared 
to bring forward, We grant that some speakers are 


apt to wander a little wide of the subject, but a too 


strict attempt on the part of a Chairman to contro] 
and limit discussion defeats its own purpose, 
pecially is this the case when the audience have 
not great confidence in the report, or in the au- 
thorities who issue it. Between the Council and 
the members present at our annual meeting there 
was distinct diversity of opinion and want of con- 
fidence. ‘The Council had refused to mention a 
New Charter in their report, and they had rejected 
the subject as unworthy of legislation. A resolu- 
tion in favour of obtaining a» New Charter was 
carried by a good majority although most of the 
Council voted with the minority. 


Mr. Price asks us to explain how the mistake 
arose which led him to think the 'Treasurer’s account 
was wrong. Mr. Price carefully keeps each annual 
report, and seeing that the latest one was the forty- 
sixth naturally took the forty-fifth for comparison. 
Unfortunately, he did not notice the date or he 
would ,have seen that “The Forty-Fifth Annual 
Report” was for the year 1887-8. He sends us the 
reports to verify this, which we are — to find 
is correct. How the Report for the Jubilee year 
came to be entitled the Forty-fifth we cannot 
imagine. Perhaps it was rectified by calling last 
year’s the Forty-fourth. 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


ABDOMINAL FCRTATION IN A MARE, 
By Jas. P. S. Warker, M.R.C.V.S. 


One night lately when past 11 o’clock, | was 
asked to go in the country to see a mare which was 
due to foal, and in great pain. 

Upon arrival and making enquiry I was informed 
that the mare had gone twelve months in foal, had 
showed signs of foaling for some time but could make 
no progress, nothing appearing. and no water had 
passed except in small jets. After examination I 
told the man I could not save the mare, as she was 
then sinking; the pulse being very weak, cold 
sweat all over, and blowing. Notwithstanding that 
the mare was dying, I thought I should like to know 
what was the matter; so having procmved soap and 
water I introduced my hand, when to my surprise I 
could find nothing in the uterus, but I could feel the 
foal down below, its fore feet being in the pelvis, 
kicking and pressing against the bladder. She 
could not strain, and would not Jie down, the reason 
for which was obvious. I said it was a very ex- 
traordinary case, that the foal was outside the 
uterus, and floating about amongst the mare’s bowels. 

1 made a cut through the floor of the uterus, when 
a quantity of water escaped, I found both fore legs 
and ultimately the head, which I soon lost again, as 
it had wonderful freedom of movement. Upon 
making some further efforts to extract the foal I 
saw the bowels beginning to protrude, so I returned 
them and left her. The knackerman fetched her 
the next day, and upon making a P.M., I found as 
described, a well developed foal, enveloped only 
with the thin foetal membrane, apart from the 
uterus, but attached to it by the umbilical vessels, 
&e., through the right horn. 
inflammation in the pelvis, and all around the blad- 
der which was quite empty. 

Can you or any of your correpondents tell how, 
and at what period of gestation, such a state of 
things comes about ? 


“A SEQUEL OF INFLUENZA.” 
By J. E. Carrwricur, M.R.C.V.S., Wolverhampton 


During the recent Influenza epidemic I have at- 
tended many cases, both simple and complicated, 
and I venture to relate a case which has come under 
my notice during the last few weeks, and which 
seemed to me a rather extraordinary complication, 
Karly in March I had a number of horses suffering 
from Influenza on a large farm about eleven miles 
from here; all the animals were attacked with the 
disease in a mild form; and with good nursing to- 
gether with a little medicine soon recovered—except 
amare which had a few strangulous abscesses in 
the intermaxillary space, which when lanced and 
treated antiseptically soon dried up. 


There was a deal of | 


| 
| At midnight on the 22nd of March I was sent for 
to attend the mare referred to, which, the man said, 
appeared to be suffering. 
| The owner informed me that the mare had not 
seemed well in the afternoon and did not eat as she 
should, and when he went round the stable to see 
that all was secure for the night he found her 
* blowing like a bull” as he termed it. 
I found the animal standing with fore legs apart, 
breathing with great difficulty, and making a lond 
‘roaring noise. The throat was swollen about three 
times its ordinary size; the swelling extending from 
the symphysis of the lower jaw to about a third of the 
_way down the neck, and upwards to the roots of the 
ears. on both sides. There was an enlargement 
abent the size of a small loaf, on the right side of 
the larynx, which appeared quite hard. Saliva was 
flowing copiously from the mouth, and the mare 
made frequent attempts to swallow but failed to do so. 
As the mare was in great pain and seemed likely 
to soon become asphyxiated I injected morphia and 
performed tracheotomy. I made the incision into 
the trachea much lower than it is usually done, but 
as there was so much swelling I had to do the best 
I could under the circumstances. In a short time 
_the difficult and noisy breathing ceased and I then 
applied Ol. Cantharides over the whole of the 
swelling. Next morning I lanced the enlargement 
on the side and about two quarts of pus escaped: [| 
then probed the abscess with a whale-bone probe, 
cand found that it consisted of an oblong sac ex- 
| tending from the base of the right ear about a foot 
down the neck, the largest part being placed supero- 
laterally to the larynx. 1 removed the tube on the 
second day, treated wounds antiseptically and pre- 
scribed powders containing Gentian and Ferri Sulph. 
jiia.a. The mare rapidly recovered and was at 
work in a week, and has been alright since. 


but I never before saw a horse’s throat transformed 
from its normal size to that of a small beer barrel 
in the short space of five hours. 


RECOVERY FROM TRAUMATIC TETANUS. 
By E. P. Owen, 
Assistant to Thos. Olver, M.R.U.V.S. 


March 13th, 1890. Called to see a six years old 
mare pony, and found her to be suffering from 
Tetanus—evidently Traumatic, as she had a small 
wound on her forehead, 

The animal had been purchased the previous week, 
boxed from Tavistock to Truro, and only had gentle 
exercise since her arrival. The wound had been 
caused by a fall, a few days before the present 
owner bought her. 

I found the pony down, but with a little assistance 
managed to get her up, and when she quieted a 
little I had her walked over to our infirmary. and 
put into a darkened box. , 

Next morning at 6 a.m. I found her down agam, 
so I put her in slings, and as she was excited, gave 


I have seen many strange sequelew of Influenza. 
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her a sub, injec. of conia which seemed to quiet her, 
] attended to her feeding c. myself, seeing her 


only twice a day, and on the third day she took some | 


sloppy mash and water, and passed a fair quantity of 
feeces. She remained in the same condition for 
several days, when | could see a slight improvement 
which continued up to April 6th, when I removed 
her from slings for a few hours, but as she still 
showed symptoms of Tetanus I put her back in the 
slings at night. 
gentle exercise, and on the 12th she was discharged, 
and now the owner is regularly driving her. 

I record this case to show that Tetanus is amen- 
able to treatment by means of quiet, careful nursing 
and slinging. 

This is only one of several cases that have re- 
covered in this practice by the same treatment. 


THE TROCAR IN TYMPANY. 


April 17th. A messenger arrived at 6 p.m. for 
us to go immediately and see a horse that he said 
was blown up like a balloon. 
canula in my pocket and hurried off. 

I found an aged bay cart-horse in a box, he was so 
big they could not get him through the door, he was 
neatly pulseless, breathing heavily, and the sweat 
streaming off him. 


then gave him a bold aperient, and in ten minutes 
the poor horse was like another animal. The medi- 
cine operated next day, and now he is doing his 
usual work, 


I record this case to show the Trocar may be | 


used in similar cases without any evil results. 
Kk. Owen. 


VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A Meeting of this Association was held on Thursday, 
March 27th, 1890, at the First Avenue Hotel, Holborn. 
The chair was taken by Mr. C. Legge, president ; and 
amongst those present were Professors Pritchard and 
W. A. Edgar ; Messrs. J. B. Martin, A. C. Piesse, F. W. 
Wragg, A. Glover, and E. A. Hollingham. 

Letters were read from Mr. G. Balls, of Brixton, and 
Mr. J. F. Simpson, vice-president. The latter gentle- 
man saying he would be glad to continue oftice-if desired. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and con- 
firmed, - 

_The matter of T. F. James was considered, who had 
given a certificate to Mr. Goodman signed M.R.C.V.S. 
without having license. A letter from Mr. Goodman 
Was read, in which the writer offered to give evidence on 
payment of one guinea for expenses. 

Mr. Wragg proposed and Mr, Hollingham seconded 
that Professor Edgar be president, Mr. Edgar regretted 
not being able to fill the position because he had not 


sufficient time, he was, however, much obliged to them ‘ cold drinking water, e 


On the 9th left off the sling, gave | 


I put the Trocar 


I immediately inserted 
Trocar in the right flank, allowed the gas to escape, | 


| 
7 others are taking it up. 


for doing him the honour, Mr. F. Raymond was pro- 
_ posed by the same gentlemen and elected. 
The following gentlemen were elected as Vice- 
presidents :—-Professor Pritchard, Messrs. Simpson, 
Glover, and Legge. Mr. Hollingham was proposed in 
flattering terms for re-election as Hon. Secretary. Mr, 
_Hollingham said he would be pleased to act for another 
year, It was a duty he had tried to shirk, but if his 
services were of any use—as they seemed to want him 
to act again—he would have great pleasure in doing so, 
Mr. Hollingham then proposed Mr, Piesse, of Redhill, 
_for re-election as Treasurer, Carried. 
_ Mr, Epaar desired to bring the case of Snarry before 
the meeting to see if anything could be done for him. 
The North of England Association had taken it up and 
he thought they should do the same. * He knew that it 
had cost Snarry €500, and it was a question whether 
they should do anything as a body, or do it privately. 
The Hon, Ske. said that such a matter required notice 
for it to be placed on the agenda for discussion, or else 
they should eall a special meeting. 
The CHatkMAN said it was a very unfortunate case, 
_ but there was one thing it did, and that was to make 
them more careful than ever. 
| Mr. Honiinenam said he would like to see the case 
taken into the High Court. Lf another case occurred 
he should be disposed to recommend that a special fund 
be raised to get a higher judgment. 
| Mr. Epear said the man was in difliculties, but the 
profession would gain by it. They would not be so 
ready to examine a horse for 10/6, 
The CHatkMAn asked if it were possible to convert 
that meeting into a special one. ; 
The Secretary.—No : it requires four days notice. 
Mr. Wrage reminded the meeting that the Associa- 
tion had already a fund as suggested by Mr. Holling- 
ham. They, however, might have the matter put on the 
paper for their next meeting. 
‘The CuarkMan proposed that at their next meeting 
the case of Snarry should be considered, and whether 
advisable that he should be assisted, 

Mr. Wrace said that if it were found that other as- 
_sociations were giving donations, it would be in order to 
put it on the agenda paper without notice, 

Mr, Epgar.—Yes: and by that time we can see if 
Our Association is somewhat 
small and not very influential, so it would be as well for 
‘others to take the lead. 

Tt was ultimately left to the Secretary to put the 
| matter in the next agenda if necessary. 


‘ 

| Mr. E. A, Hon.inciam rose and addressed the meeting 
on the subject of — 
| 


THE TREATMENT ‘OF CONGESTION OF THE 
LUNGS AND PNEUMONIA IN HORSES. 


He regretted that there was not a greater attendance 
of gentlemen at their association. He felt that many 
more could spare time to attend their meetings ; the 
subject, however, had another aspect, insomuch as the 
absent gentlemen were probably amassing large for- 
| tunes and would at some future time possess that leisure 
‘which was now denied them. 
| Mr. Hollingham, in the course of his observations, 
narrated certain cases of pneumonia and congestion 
that he had treated during the past winter, which had 
arisen, per se, and not as sequel to influenza. The 
first and most severe case was that of a mare where the 
disease advanced until two-thirds of the left lung and 
half the right were consolidated and impervious. At 
that stage he changed the treatment—as to drugs—and 
in place of Carbonate of Ammonia and Salines, he began 
to administer 1 drachm of Acid Phos, in about a quart of 
very four hours, alternated with 
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M. viij. doses of Fleming’s Tinct. Aconite given in | YORKSHIRE 

the same manner, no further consolidation took place, | VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY 
and within forty-eight hours the temperature was two_ ; 
degrees lower ; it was six weeks before the lungs cleared | 
themselves, and as they did so the pulse gradually lost At the recent meeting of the Society the following 
its intermittent character. He had tried the same treat- | paper was read : 

ment in ten other cases—two of pneumonia and eight of | 

congestion of the lungs, some of which were associated! A Concisk ANALYsIS OF THE DISEASES AFFECTING 


with influenza. He by no means advanced the treat- 


| Dairy CATTLE ESPECIALLY, AND THEIR PROBABLE 


ment as specific but submitted it for discussion. There Errect oN THE Pusiic Hearn. 
were certain patent advantages in it, (1) it was a de- | By Proressor WILLIAMs. 
cidedly conservative line of treatment, (2) there was _ 


none of the excitement and consequent exhaustion re- 
sulting from the forcible administration of drinks or I am sure you will pardon me when L tell you that | 
balls, neither was there any chance of aggravating the have two books in the press, I have my duties as a 
malady by drugs finding their way into the trachea. In teacher every day, and I have also to attend to my 
conclusion he would remind them of certain well-known  practice—you will excuse me I am sure if the paper | 
actions of the two drugs he had referred to. am about to read to you shows evidence of the lack of 
Acid, Phos. is known to favour and promote pro- | elaboration. I have, however, great pleasure in com- 
gressive and creative metamorphosis, it also opposes plying with the request of our worthy president 
retrograde changes of tissue, it is antiseptic, it encourages to give a paper on this subject. It is my 
skin transpiration, it has a tonic and bracing effect on mother society, and I may fairly claim to be one of the 
circulation, it has a high diffusive power and rapidly fathers of my mother. (Laughter.) 
reaches the blood, where it tends to neutralize the excess | This paper opens a very wide field for discussion, and 


of alkali—especially Ammonia, which is abundant in cases you must not expect me to do more than briefly touch 
upon the nature of the diseases alluded to. To enter 

| 

| 


where high fever exists—and in its place liberates Lactic | 
into their causation or pathology would be impossible in a 


and other weaker acids. 
Aconite —Its antipyretic and cardiac sedative action is | short paper such as this I have prepared. However, 
well known, slowing and increasing the vigour and I hope the discussion will be ample and instructive. 
First of all I must refer to what may now be con- 


strength of the pulse, and thus combining its action with _ 
sidered the most important as well, perhaps, as the 


the acid to prevent those retrograde changes which con- 
stitute the main danger in pneumonia. disease which has taken a firmer hold of our stock than 
Mr. Epcar, in the course of his remarks, said he did any other dnring the last fifteen or twenty years. You 
not believe there was a drug in the Pharmacopoeia which  ¢an hardly enter any farm or dairy in the country but 
had any direct action on pneumonia, the line of treat- | you will find some trace of tuberculosis. 
ment, however, which he had found most successful was Twenty years ago it was known to exist rather exten- 
sively, but when I entered the profession grapes or 


to support the strength with eggs and milk, and to ad- 
minister as much as 4-oz. doses of Ammon. Sesqui- | angleberries were terms made use of certainly, but as 


earb., guarding the dose by wrapping in paraftin paper, indicating a condition rarely met with. For many years 
and leaving one end open. He had not found aconite practitioners in this country were under the impression 
have effect in lowering the temperature. that tuberculosis in cattle was a contagious disease, and 

Mr. Wrage agreed with Mr, Edgar that in cases of many capital papers were published upon the subject, 
double pneumonia they generally lost their patient. He notably, by M. McGillivray, of Banff, but it was only in 
could not understand an animal having hepatization in — March 1882 that its true nature was discovered by Koch, 
both lungs recovering its normal health. He believed in who, at a meeting of the Berlin Physiological Society, an- 
Ammon, Carb., but in simple congestion he had often nounced that the tubercular virus is a_ bacillus of the 
found that fresh air and good nursing resulted in re- length of about one-third of the diameter of red blood 
covery without drugs, he did not like repeated mustard | corpuscles and in breadth one-fifth to one-sixth of its 
applications as they produced exhaustion. He had also | length. The bacilli are therefore extremely small and 
had good results from the use of Quinine when the more ®ve seen both in the lymph spaces and in the giant cells, 
acute stages had been passed. _but are more plainly visible in the meshes of the net- 

Mr. Marvin said that one great difficulty appeared to work surrounding the giant cells. oo” 
be in fixing the exact line of demarcation between Experience seems to indicate that the tubercle bacilli 
pneumonia and congestion. . are not such as may enter and affect any organisins, 

Mr. HoutincHam, in reply, said that in the discussion | Without distinction, and observers seem to be generally 
which had taken place his object in introducing the agreed that infection occurs most readily when a definite 
subject had been attained. There was apparently grave predisposition exists and this predisposition may be 
doubts as to whether he had had a true case of pneu- local and dependent Gn an antecedent morbid change i 
monia to deal with, in reply to that he would remind | the tissue of the part, is from a previous inflammation, 
them the lungs did not clear for six weeks, and could | Ziégler is of opinion that the course of infection to be 
also inform them that if he erred it was in very good | this—the bacilli settle in a tissue accessible from with- 
company, for the first case was seen by one gentleman | out, pass thence into the deeper-seated structures, and 
Ist Class Army, and by a Professor of Veterinary Sur- Ultimately into the blood: or without any primary 
gery and both these gentlemen were of opinion that | local settlement, they may be taken up by the circulat- 


pneumonia existed, and their prognosis was very un-_ ing juices and carried to various parts, Wherever they 
favourable. settle they begin to develope, and set up inflammation 

A vote of thanks was proposed and carried, to Mr. and the formation of cellular nodules. — ; 
Hollingham for his remarks. After a vote of thanks to | These bacilli can be cultivated outside the boily at 4 


the President for his services in the chair, the meeting | temperature from 86 to 105-8 F., and this I think red 
concluded. poses of the question as to whether the bacilli can 


ee. _ a develope only within the bodies of animals or whether 
; they may not pass through some stage of existence out- 


Why dees Cumberland maintain its prominent position as | side the body: in other words, whether the disease 18 


a hot-bed of pleuro-pneumonia? Reply next week ! | strictly contagious, i.., directly transmissible from one 
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animal to another. If this temperature is necessary it is 
difficult to"see how they can multiply outside the body 
except in fluids maintained at this temperature. It is 


therefore argued that the transmission is direct by in- | 


halation or by ingestion, as resulting from the drinking 
of milk from tubercular mammary glands &c. At the same 


time it is a most remarkable thing that it is believed in— 


America that tuberculosis cannot be eradicated from 
a byre if once introduced into it, that if it is 
introduced into a byre by one cow, the disease will not 
disappear from the byre until every bit of the wood- 
work contaminated by the animal be destroyed. There 


is the scientific evidence, as I have told you, that the 


bacilli can be cultivated outside the body at a tempera- 
ture of from 86 to 105 degrees only, and at the same_ 
time the American experience is that except the!wood- 
work contaminated be destroyed, the disease will con- 


tinue. 


Experience leads to the conclusion that two con- 
ditions are generally necessary to the development | 
of tubercular disease ; firstly degradation of tissue 
arising from previous disease or hereditary taint 
(predisposition) and secondly the introduction of the 
virus—spore or bacillus. 

So much importance is attached to hereditary pre- 
disposition that some legislators propose to make it 
penal to breed from a known tubercular animal. Men. 
of practical experience are much inclined to support 
thisview. Individually I think that if this were carried out 
it would go much further towards extirpating tubercular 
diseases than the craze which now exists to destroy 
meat that is even in the slightest degree suspicious. 

But whilst I make use of the terms “ craze to destroy 
everything suspicious,’ do not think that L advocate 
the consumption of the flesh of really tuberculous 
animals. The question of the destruction of carcases 
condemned as tubercular is a very Unportant one with 
putchers, aid it is also very important to them if these 
orders for the destruction should be given by meat In- 
spectors and medical officers of health. On the 
opinion of such men as_ this, careases are seized and 
destroyed, and I say it is unjust. Only the other day 
I went to Glasgow and examined the carcase of a bullock 
for a most respectable butcher, a man who deals in 
nothing but the best class of meat. I examined the 
carcase of the bullock and said, “ This bullock has got 
tuberculosis and is unfit for human food.” He said, 
“That’s all I want to know. The carcase was passed by 
one inspector and rejected by another, and [ want now— 
to know which is right. Iam a Member of the Local | 
Authority myself, and [ know [ shall lose the value of | 
this bullock, and I simply wired to you to get your > 


opinion and [ will willingly pay your fee.” | 

I read this morning a report of the speech of the 
Minister of Agriculture and he says’ that the damage — 
done to the public health by tuberculosis has been very 
much exaggerated. I quite endorse those sentiments. 
I think, gentlemen, if we have got the calm, strict truth 
about the matter you will find this: That consumption 
in the human being has greatly diminished during the 
last few years, whilst tuberculosis has greatly increased. 
Do not for a moment mistake me. I do not advocate the | 
consumption of any meat which is proved to be tuber- 
cular, but I say now as I said before, let it be proyed 
that it is tubercular. 

In California, amongst the dairy cows there the spread 
of the disease is something remarkable. One man keeps 
600 dairy cows near San Fransisco and the average loss 
from tuberculosis is 60 cows per year from tuberculosis 
alone. The disease has spread to a remarkable extent, 
but still consumption does not seem to spread amongst | 
native-born Californians. | 

It is admitted on all hands that it is a very difficult | 
matter to diagnose whether an animal be suffering from 


} 


proach of death, then col- 
liquative diarrhaa., 


a position, 
must all admit, as does the Minister of Agriculture, that 


it is a great hardship if a man vuys what he thinks is a 
| 
healthy beast, and upon slaughtering it is found to have 


| tuberculosis or pleure-pneumonia, Having experienced 
this ditticulty myself [have endeavoured to put together 
a few of what I consider to be the characteristic ditfer- 
ences, hoping they will be some service to guide others 
as I think they have been to myself. 


Pleuro-preumonia, Tuberculosis, 


Occasional slight attacks 
of fever until onset of 
acute stage when tempera- 
ture may be as high as 108, 


Always fever until im- 
pending death or eneapsu- 
lation. ‘Temperature sel- 
dom above 106, 

Cough loud, more or less 
moist, bronchial, often 
paroxysmal, 


Cough low, short, single, 
dry ; never paroxysmal. 


Seldom or never dis- 
charge from nostrils, 


Occasionally discharge of 
a bronchial nature from 
nostrils, 
Secretion of milk little 
interfered with except in 
acute cases, 


milk di- 


Secretion of 
minishes rapidly, 


Often accompanied by 
diarrhoea or dysentery. 


Constipation until ap- 


Usually a chronic disease 
having a lingering charae- 
ter with emaciatiation, and 
terminates in death 
sheer debility. 


Jsually an acute disease 
which has decided symp- 
toms except during inecu- 
bation. 
of the 


On percussion Seldom pain on pereus- 


sides evidences of pain | sion, 
almost always present | 
(grunt). | 

Well - marked dullness | Dulness seldom — well 
on percussion. marked, 

Auscultation. Crepita- Auscultation, Crepita- 
tions, frictions, Tubals, or: tions, Tubals, Rhonchus. 
no sound at some part or No consolidation except 


iu a very limited part ; but 
very seldom in extended 
area, 
Sounds heard from day 
to day are little varied, but 
sometimes accentuated, 


other, indicating very great 
consolidation, 


In some cases sounds 
like creaking of shoes, but 
sounds alter daily and ter- 
minate in total absence in 


some part in a few days, 


Those are a few of the distinguishing symptoms which 
have occurred to me during a pretty long experience, 
when I may confess | have certainly had some hesita- 


tion incoming to a conchusion, [trust that these little ob- 
servations will be of some use to you as well as to myself, 


particularly as it is proposed now that the cattle should 
be examined by a veterinary surgeon before slaughter, 


‘and if they pass the veterinary examination and are 
‘afterwards found to be diseased from tuberculosis the 
butcher shall have compensation for the loss of the 


carcase. The onus will be thrown upon the veterinary 


surgeon, and [ should like to know what veterinary 


surgeon at the present remuneration will undertake 
(Laughter.) At the same time we 


tuberculosis, and is destroyed, that that man should 
lose the whole value of the carcase. (Hear, hear.) 
Actinomycosis—a disease which to some extent re- 
sembles tuberculosis is Actinomycosis, occurring in man 
and animals, and caused by a parasite--the Ray-fungus, 
which after gaining access into the tissues irritates them 
and causes the formation of a nodule composed chiefly of 


| round cells, but in less recent nodules the tissue in con- 


| 
| 
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| 
tact with the fungus contains epitheliod and giant cells, | 


thus resembling a tubercular growth. The nodule or 
nodules may suppurate or go on developing in numbers 


and in size: fibrous tissue developes between them, and | 


large tumours are eventually formed leaving purulent 
cavities in the contents of which pale yellow grains of 
fungus can be seen—as observable in the jaws, tongues, 
and surrounding glands of cattle. Attention has not 
yet been paid to the question of the fituess of the flesh 
of animals having this disease for human food, although 
it has been transmitted from cattle to cattle (Johne) and 
to the rabbit and affects man in whom it assumes a 
very grave character, rather resembles farey, and affects 
Tubercle. 

Giant cells branched, containing 
bacilli. 

Stroma formed more or less by 
branching of giant cells. 

Absence of blood pigment (be- 
ing non-vascular.) 

Degeneration generally seen. 


ordinary cells. 


vascular. 


Bacilli within and without cells. No bacilli. 

[ am given to understand that it is becoming the 
practice of Medical Officers of Health to éondemn the 
carcases of cattle killed in the early stage of pleuro- 
pheumonia, Linust say [ am greatly surprised at this, 
and can only conclude that their conclusions are based 
upon sentiment, certainly not on common sense and ex- 
perience. Thousands upon thousands of such carcases 
have been consumed, and [ defy any one to bring one 
single proof of such meat having been prejudicial to the 
health of the consumer. 

The same argument applies to the carcases of cows 
slaughtered whilst ill of the so-called milk fever (par- 
turient apoplexy): about the pathology of which there 
is a considerable difference of opinion amongst veterin- 
ary writers ; some maintaining that the disease is due 
to the absorption of an animal alkaloid (ptomaine) 
_ arising from decomposing products, blood-clots, debris of 
foetal membrane Ke. in fact the lochi,or what is commonly 
known as the second cleansing. This theory is main- 
tained by many leading Continental veterinarians and 
by Dr. Lyman, Dean of the Veterinary Faculty at 
Harvard University, U.S.A. 

Now, if we carefully analyse this very plausible hy- 
pothesis we must arrive at the conclusion that it is in- 
correct, (1) because it often occurs within a period of 
time before decomposition or any septic change can have 
taken place, and sometimes before calving. (2) That 
its gravity and its tendency to a rapidly fatal termination 
are much greater when it occurs quickly after parturition ; 
(3) that if the parturition be difficult when probably 
the genitals have been injured during assisted delivery, 
it rarely happens ; and finally it is not seen after abor- 
tion or premature birth witb both retention and de- 
composition of the fcetal membranes, although a septic 
fever with secondary pneumonia is often associated with 
retention. 

Another view is held, viz: That the disease results 
from the absorption of the nutritive fluid derived from 
the blood-vessels of the maternal cotyledons: This 
fluid they say is retained in the blood until the mam- 
mary gland is called into action, The disease is con- 
sequently termed vitullary fever. 

If we carefully analyse this theory we shall find that 
the clinical history of the disease dispels its correctness 
at once. Ifit were due to the absorption of the nutri- 
tive (vitullary) fluid, then in all instances it would occur 
before the milk secretion had been established. Such 
isnot the case, as you all well know that many cows 


Lymphadenom. 
Giant cells not branched. 


Stroma formed by branching of 
Presence of blood pigment being 


Rirely degenerates. 


the superticial lymphatics, forming fistule and sinuses 
in the lungs with the clinical characters of empyema, 


chronic bronchitis, fuetid expectoration and caries of the 


vertebrie. But whilst these grave conditions have been 
observed, writers upon the subject simply conclude that 
the disease is local, and that the flesh is innocuous ; and 
some condemn all carcases which they consider to present 
the slightest signs of tuberculosis upon the gratuitous 
assumption that it might not be local. 

I will now, with your permission, draw your attention 
to the microscopic characters of Tubercle, Lymphadenoma, 
and Actinomycosis. 


Actinomycosis, 
Fungus in centre of nodule. 


Large cells near fungus. 


Cellular tissue in which round 
cells predominate surrounding. 

The nodules are of rapid growth 
degenerate, yellow greasy masses 
the fungus in detritus. 


present no signs of the disease for days after giving 
a good tlow of milk: it is also contradicted by those 
exceptional cases which occur prior to and by those oe- 
curring seven to twelve days after parturition. 

There are other theories such as that is caused by air 
gaining entrance into the circulation of the cow through 
the uterine vessels after detachment of the placenta, to 
the absorption of certain products formed in the mus- 
cular coat of the uterus: Ancemia, &c., but none ascribe 
it to a cause which could render the beef unfit for human 
food, When we think how generally it is used for this 
purpose without any bad effect, we can understand that 
there cannot be any specific or injurious virus causing 
the disease. I understand that the meat of cows which 
arg slaughtered early in cases of parturient apoplexy, 
is questioned very much by medical officers of health and 
that it isthe practice now tocondemn such carcases. They 
have some reason for those conclusions, and I think by 
analysing carefully those conclusions we must arrive at 
that which enables us to say they are incorrect. 
If the temperature was high, and the case terminated in 
inflammation of the lungs, and shortly after death a septic 
condition were found in the tissnes, the meat may be 
rendered unfit for food, If there were any indications of 
these kind, the medical officer weuld be justified in con- 
demning the carcase. But in cases of parturient apo- 
plexy, no matter how bad they may be,—my theory—a 
well known one, and it is also that of the late Mr. Barlow, 
than whom no greater pathologist ever appeared in our 
profession—is that the carcase is fit for food. If the 
meat be good to the touch and to the appearance, I don’t 
think any medical officer is justified in condemuing 

Next with regard to Anthrax, In dealing with this 
subtle disease, we must be very careful. It appears 
without a cause so far as we know, and is terribly 
destructive, often striking an animal dead —— 
any symptoms of ill health being seen. Many a time 
have seen that. How does this disease make its ap- 
pearance on a farm! It is a contagious disease, and le 
most destructive to human life. How does it appear 
amongst the stock/ I have thought that stock fed + 
cotton cake has been very prone to take apoplexy, au¢ 
have the idea that undecorticated cotton cake as — - 
this country is made from Egyption cotton seeds, tha 
the seeds have been contaminated and contain the = 
or the bacilli; that animals fed upon this a pate 
have of course ingested the bacillus of anthrax. a 


ty 
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known animals fed for months on cotton cake before 


authrax has been developed. There has been no change 


in the food. Where does the bacillus come from ! Cotton | 
cake as made in this country is sold in a damp condition | 
and if it has not been dried and carefully looked after, 


fermentation takes place and it becomes mouldy. I 
think, subject to your correction, that most probably 
during the heating of the cotton cake, and the formation 
of the mould, the germ of bacillus anthracis has already 
grown and multiply, The cake has ultimately be- 
come dangerous to life. I think the decorticated 
cotton cake made in America (the cake is subjected to a 
high temperature and made perfectly dry), is by far the 
best, I cannot call to mind any case of anthrax that was 
caused by decorticated cake, but I have known cases 


where the undecorticated cake has produced anthrax. 


How are we to get over the difficulty / There are cases of 
anthrax which die in a few hours. Where has the virus 
come from. It is difficult to understand it. Some 
people says the flies convey it. 
amination of a district you can find there is no 
disease of the kind for perhaps miles. Where does 
the disease come from?! Is it possibly an organism 
which exists in roots and grasses and which developes 
virulent properties! I[ ask you, and I hope you will 
answer me, Anthrax is dangerous to human life, and 
the carcase of a beast dead from anthrax is dangerous. 


This is recognised and the Anthrax Order has been | 


passed. A man is bound to bury the carcases of 
animals that have died from anthrax and cover them 
with quicklime. I want to know from you as scienti- 
fic men, what antiseptic properties has quicklime. — It 
burns by absorbing the water of the tissues it touches, 
but it does nothing more.  Quicklime put in the earth 
will soon absorb sufficient water to convert it into 


slacked lime, which has no effect whatever as an anti- | 


septic. [think this burial is simply a humbug alto- | 
gether. It has been proved by Pasteur that worms 


coming out of the ground might bring the bacilli to the 
surface years after the burial of the carease. In my 
opinion the carcase should be surrounded by a layer of bi- 
chloride of mercury, as being the only thing which has 
the power of destroying these bacilli. 


with lime. LI may say that in Africa the natives eat with 
impunity the meat of cattle who die from anthrax, after 
they have taken a decoction of a certain plant. 

In cases of blackleg the blood turns black and the 
animal dies, and we thought at one time it was an ex- 
ternal manifestation of anthrax. There is an organism 
in it as in splenic apoplexy, and the disease can be com- 
municated from one animal to another. The law says 
in one case “ Bury the carcase and cover it with quick- 
lime”? What about the other case! In the anthrax 
order, blackleg is never mentioned. As a matter of fact 


in animals killed for blackleg remove the diseased por-— 


tion and sell the rest. It has never been mentioned in 
any order, and that animal is allowed to be sold for 
human food. 


Royal College 
Of Veterinary Surgeons. 


THE FELLOWSHIP DEGREE, 


An Examination for this degree took place ‘lhurs- 
day, April 24th, when four members passed, viz :— 
Messrs. S. Villar, J. Moore, J. A. Thompson, and A. 

gerson. 
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The Examiners were Dr. Fleming and Professors 
Brown and Duguid. 

THE ANNUAL MEETING. 

The Annual General Meeting of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons was held on Monday last in the 
Council Room of the College, Red Lion Square, W.C., 
Professor J. W, Axe, President, in the chair. Amongst 
the large number present were Sir F. Fitzwygram, Bart., 
sir Henry Simpson, Prof. W. O. Williams, Prof, 
Pritchard, Dr. Fleming, Messrs. Thomas Greaves, J. 
Briggs, James Simpson, J. D. Lambert, W. Wilson, J. 
_D. Barford, W. J. Mulvey, Thos. Penberthy, H. Kidd, 
W. Hunting, R. C. Trigger, H. G. Lepper, J. Maleoln, 
W. J. Hill, T. Hopkins, T. Dollar, W. A. Dollar, J. A. 
Dollar, C. J. Fleetwood, F. Barrett, J. Ward, R. W. 
Burke, F. Raymond, J. Philips, J. Arkoll, ©. Lowe, W. 
S. Price. F. Duck, J. Broad, J. Rowe, H. Dyer, H. King, 
W. Shipley, sen., 'T. Corby, J. Moore, D. Whittield, J. G. 
Parr, A. Leather, A. W. Wheatley, W. A. Byrne, J. 
Smith, A. KE. Gostling, R. Poreh, H. K. Shaw, J. 8, 
Hurndall, G, Thatcher (Solicitor), A. W. Lill (Secretary), 
XC., Xc., Ke. 

At 12 o'clock a special meeting was held for the pur- 
pose of receiving the scrutineers’ report of the election 
of 6 members to serve on the council. 

Mr. A. W. Hite announced that the following had 
heen elected 

Sir F. Fitzwygram, 811 votes. Mr. Barford, 540 


Sir H. Simpson, 769, Mr. Trigger, 515 
Mr. Hunting, G78 ,, Mr. Penberthy, 510 


whilst the unsuccessful candidates were Mr. Perrins, 
with 342 votes, Mr. Banham with 332, and Mr, Walters 
312. 

At one o'clock the President called upon the Secretary 
to read the minutes of the last general meeting. 

On the motion of Dr, Fleming, seconded by Mr, 
Wilson, the minutes were taken as read. 

Tue Prestpent.—This meeting is called in accordance 
with the provisions of the Charter of Incorporation to 
consider the report of your council, having regard to the 
work done during the past year. There have, | need 
hardly say, been no very striking measures introduced 
into the work of the council, Its works appear to have 
been rather in the direction of consolidating the 
work done. According to the report we have to direct 
your attention to the question of professional examina- 

tions, to a matter referring to the revised regulations of 
the examination of students,to the question of Foreign and 
Colonial schools, to the new members who have obtained 
the degree of Fellowship, to reports from the Royal Agri- 
cultural Society having reference to the prizes which 
have been awarded, to the result of the examination for 
the prizes presented by Sir Frederick Fitawygram, to the 
question of veterinary examinations, and to certain 
“matters relating to a movement which has been made by 
‘the Farriers’ Company. We have also in addition to 
| these matters to report to you the number of presenta- 
tions made to the College, to direct your attention to 
the work done in connection with the museum, and other 
matter which appears in the report. [ have only to ask 
your forbearance in the course of the mecting in endea- 
vouring to get over the business as speedily as possible, 
consistent with the strict performance of it. It will 
facilitate the proceedings very much if those who 
elect to speak upon any question contained in the 
Report will do so in the order in which it arises in that 
report. This will render any remark which I may have 
subsequently to make more easy, and [ have no doubt 
enable me to answer any question which may be sub- 
mitted better than I otherwise should do. I may make 
one further request which I am sure you will all grant, 
that is that no more time may be occupied in remarks 


| 
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upon the matter before you than you can possibly 
avoid. If you will kindly give me your indulgence in 
this direction I have no doubt we shall speedily and 
satisfactorily terminate this annual meeting. In taking 
my seat, by way of facilitating the business, I will move 
that this Report be received. 

Mr. F. Raymonp.—I beg to second your motion. I 
should like to make a few remarks upon the subject of 
examinations. 

Mr. J. Warv.—-I beg to move an amendment to the 
Report, owing to the omission 

THe Preswent.—Mr. Raymond is about to second the | 


reception of the Report. When that is done I will put | 
the amendment to the meeting. The Report must be | 
received first. The reception of the Report has been 
proposed and seconded, Is it your pleasure that it be 
received! If so you will kindly signify in the usual 
way. 

ie J. Warv.—Here is an amendment to be proposed 
before that. 

Mr. Dotuar (senior).—It is the chairman’s duty to 
ask whether there is any amendment. 

The Prestpent.—I shall be very pleased if you will 
correct any commission or omission which [ may make — 
in the course of this meeting. As your president it shall 
receive my best attention. 

Mr. J. Warp.—I propose an amendment to this Re- 
port owing to the omission of a most important subject 
that was brought before the Council. 

Mr, W. Witson—I rise toa point of order. Our 
business is plain enough: we have to receive this 
Report before it can be spoken to. As you plainly 
put it, it has been proposed that it be received, and 
that proposal has been seconded. It is for the meeting 
now to say whether it shall be received or not. 

Mr. J. Warv.—I may make an amendment of what 
the Report ought to contain but which is omitted. 

Mr. W. Witson.—You are confusing the reception 
with the adoption, 

ne Report was then received unanimously. 

On the motion of the adoption of the Report, 

Mr. RayMonp said :—I beg to second the motion of 
the Report. At the same time [I should like to make a 
few remarks on the subject of the Examinations. I 
think the Council has taken a step in the right direction 
in ordering that the examinations should be made uni- 
form. But I do not think that they have gone sutticiently 
far in merely raising the standard from the third to the 
second, In doing so they seem rather like a man who 
taking his cold bath in the morning, commences by put- 
ting only his foot in the water. No doubt on-lookers 


public. 


see a good deal more of the game than those inside, and 


Las a member of the Army Veterinary Department, may | 
If the | the profession considerably at the last election—to 


classify myself as an on-looker in this matter. 


public Corporations to their Inspectors (Hear, hear). 
It is a question of supply and demand entirely, and the 
more that enter the profession the more there will be to 
supply these body corporates, these county councils 
with cheap practice. Therefore it is necessary to use 
our utmost endeavour in order that the supply should 
be controlled and one of the methods by which it can be 
controlled in my opinion is by making the matriculation 
examinations more difficult. As you are aware within 
the last few years School Boards have been instituted, 
education is very much cheaper than it used to be, in fact 
every man is educated now, no matter what he is. There- 


_forein my opinion in merely raising the standard from the 


third to the second, the Council although taking steps 
in the right direction have not taken an adequate step. 
In my opinion they ought to have raised the examina- 
tion so as to make it equivalent to the medical examina- 
tion and thereby thin the candidates going in for the 
profession. This reminds me now that the Council has 
certainly made a very grave mistake, or a fault of tactics 
in one sense, namely that in raising this standard they 
have done it suddenly, without giving due warning to 
In doing so I consider that they have per- 


formed an act distinctly unfair, because the parents of 


many pupils have not decided on putting their children 
into the veterinary profession to-day or yesterday ; 
they have thought of it years ago, and by suddenly al- 
tering the standard without giving warning a certain 
amount of hardship has taken place which might have 
been very easily prevented. If my suggestions were 
adopted of having the standard raised so as to be equi- 
valent to that of the medical profession, I think a very 
fair notice should be given to the public generally, four 
or five years at least If that notice is to be given them 
it is time for the Council to proceed as soon as possible 
to heighten the standard in other places. As President 
of the Southern Counties Veterinary Medical Association 
I should like to draw attention to one item brought be- 
fore me. It is a case that we submitted—it was before 
my presidency—to the Council. It was the case of a 
man who signed himself M.R.C.V.8., who had not the 
slightest right. It is the case of James, and I should 
very much like to hear what has been done in the mat- 
ter if anything at all. 

The Prestpent.—There is nothing in the Report 
affecting the question of registration. Any information 
with regard to that subject may be obtained and the 
matter may be brought to the notice of the Council. It 
is out of order so far as there is any reference to it in 
the Report. 

Mr. Joun Warv.—I beg to propose an amendment on 
account of the omission of a most important subject 
that was brought before the Council, which exercised 


number of the members of the profession were doubled | which the profession gave clear and unmistakable ex- 
to-morrow, I should not sutter; if all the Veterinary | pression by the gentlemen who have been elected. I 
Colleges in England were closed to-morrow from want | think the omission in this report, and the way in which 
of pupils, [ should not suffer ; therefore I think in the | the Council have dealt with it, very insulting, and an 
remarks [ am about to make [ may be considered as | utter disregard of the expressed wishes of the profession ; 


taking an impartial view. 


Report you will see there are 138 new members; further | of the profession on this subject. 


If you look at this Annual | for the voting last year was an expression of the wish 


Yet we find when it 


on you will find that only 54 have died; therefore the | was brought before the Council it was dealt with in the 


profession has been increased by 84 members. The 
Colonies as you are aware are getting closed rapidly to 
our superfluous stock of veterinary surgeons, Canada has 
a College of her own, so has America, and there is one in 
Melbourne. Therefore the bulk of the new mem- 
bers of the profession will be thrown upon Great 
Britain and Ireland for support, and the struggle for 
existence will become more and more difficult. In facet 
if there is one subject upon which the veterinary pro- 
fession does not squabble and is unanimous about, it is 
the difticulty of existence, the increasing under-selling 


in practice, and the ridiculous sums which are offered by 


most neglectful way, in fact, it seems to have been put 
aside without any consideration at all. I think, gen- 
tlemen, we ought to resent such unworthy conduct. 
move “That this annual meeting of the Fellows and 
Members of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
desires to express its disapproval of the conduct of the 
Council during the past year for neglecting to take 
action, or in any way give expression to the manifest wish 
of profession so clearly demonstrated at the last election, 
namely, that a New Charter or Act be sought to remedy 
known existing evils, especially to restore the rights and 
privileges of the members,” 
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The Prestpent.—There is no reference to a New 
Charter in the Report. You can make a resolution of 


Does the Chairman object to the resolution being put 
to the meeting subsequently. 


that afterwards. The Prestpenr.-Not at all. 
Mr. Warv.—It was no use our taking action last year) Mr. Dotiar (sen.).—That does not meet the cireum- 
if I cannot bring it before the Conneil now. stances of the case. 


The Presipent.—Would you mind deferring your re- | The Prestpenr.—1 am very desirous that every gen- 
solution until the report has been discussed , )tleman here should have an opportunity of consuming 
Mr. Dotiak (senior) —I think this meeting is com- | a reasonable amount of time in discussing the matter 
petent as representing the profession to amend the in the report, but | must take objection to what I call 
report of the Council if they think fit. It is for this) unwarrantable obtrusion. After the matters referred 
meeting to say whether they will have the report | to in the report have been discussed will be the time to 
amended or not. (Hear, hear.) To give the meeting | move such resolutions. It will expedite business if we 
an opportunity of saying whether they will have the discuss the report and then move what resolutions we 
report amended I will bring before it a resolution on | think necessary or desirable. 
which they can say “ Ay” or “No.” The resolution Mr. (sen.).- Before or after the of 
I propose is, “ That the annual report be amended by the Report / ; 
the addition of the following paragraph—* That the The Preswoenr.—Before > when the report is adopted 
Council had before it a proposal for a New Charter, but | there will be an end of it. 
considered there was not sufficient reason for incurring Mr. 'T. Sauisnery Prien. should sugvest to Mr. 
the expense of obtaining one.” The report has not Dollar that if he will make a resolution asking the 
been adopted, and it is for us as members of the pro- | Council to get a New Charter during the coming year, 
fession to have added to it whatever we agree to here, so | the main ditticulty will be got over. [ certainly under 
as to assist the Council in the performance of what we stood that we were to apply fora New Charter, and that 
consider their proper duties. that obnoxious clause that shuts out the members of the 
The Prestpent.—The question which you have re- | veterinary prefession from being represented on the 
ferred to is not in the report, therefore the report cannot | Council was to be swept away. [| hope that wretched 
be amended in that respect. clause will be swept away; and if Mr, Dollar and Mr. 
Mr. Dotiar, Sen. (continuing).-—I propose this as an Ward will put their heads together and frame that 
addition to the report. If the Council think they resolution [ have no doubt we can have the thing done in 
are going to make a grand hypnotic séance of the an- a business-like way. There have only been seven members 
nual meeting, that the members are to be muzzled, they passed for their Fellowship degree. | think the small 
are mistaken. What is the use of the meeting. Are the | number coming up every year for that degree proves 
wishes of the members of the profession to be trailed that we do want that obnoxious clause swept away, so 
in the dirt! When and where are we to have an op- | as to give the members of the profession a chance of 
portunity of assisting the Council and telling them what being represented on the Council. Now, we come to a 
the profession thinks of how they perform their duties. very important part for diseussion—I mean with 
The profession has not got on the Council a sufficient reference to the Farriers’ Company. This ought to be 
number of men to carry what a great many of the pro- carefully considered, thoroughly gone into, and discussed 
fession want, but vhen we meet here at our annual by the members present. 
meeting and are dictating to the Council, who are the “The Farriers’ Company having decided to. institute 


servants of the profession, why are we to be gagged and examinations for improving the art of horse-shoeing, 
not allowed to express what we think of the short- have invited the co-operation of the Royal Agricul- 
comings of the Council in connection with the report / tural Society and the Royal College of Veterinary 
It is a question for you, Mr. Chairman, to put to the Surgeons, 


meeting whether the members of the profession think The Council, after conference with the Farriers’ Com. 
the Council have done right in what they have done. pany and Royal Agricultural Society, have ap- 
Mr. T. Pensertuy.—I think if we read the first words 
* the report we shall see that it is the report of the of the Sinton of the veterinary cuales are in 
Council, and how can the members of the profession as sin ee ieee ate.” 
regards amending have anything to do with the report of ; 
the Council. We are here to discuss at the proper time That is the point. I have here, and T daresay many 
the conduct of the Council for the past year, but how of you have also, an invitation from the Farriers’ Com 
can we add or take anything away from this report / pany to the National Registration of Farriers and Shoe 
How the members can do it I fail to see. You will ing Smiths. [ read this te you to put you on the right 
have the opportunity of censuring the Council, but we track, so that in case any of the members present have 
are considering the report of the Council and not of the not had a notice theymay get a card and be presentat the 
profession at large. meeting, which is going to be held at the Guildhall (1 
Mr. Douxar (sen.).—We have a right to be heard think sometime next month),and it as well you should put 
now as to the conduct of the Council. Immediately in an appearance. Thisis the sub-section that the Couneil 
this report is adopted the Chairman can rise and say, of the Royal College of Veter inary Surgeons have agreed 
“This does not bear on the report, | must stop you, to. “ The Sub-¢ ‘ommittee find that the representatives 
gag you, put a muzzle on you,” but before it is adopted of the Royal College of V eterinary Surgeons are of opinion 
we can amend it. The profession is here, it is the only that the title ‘ Registered Parriers might he taken to 
day in the year they have the chance of being represented mean persons qualified to treat diseases of animals and 
and stating their wishes to the Council. The Council so infringe the right granted to them by the Veterinary 
seem to think they are the masters, whereas really they Surgeons’ Act of 1881. rhe Council have done well 
wre only the servants of the profession and ought to thus far, They objected to that, and we ought to com- 
take their instructions from the profession. The pro- mend them highly. “ Your Sub-Committee — 
fession are present,and if they vote in sufficient numbers propose that the register should be called the ogee o 
they will make the Council act in accordance with their Farriers or Shoeing-smiths, and that a saving clause 
Wishes. should be inserted that nobody should use the word 
A MemBer.—Some opportunity ought to be given to veterinary upon his forge m contravention of the above- 


i i i inion, | menti Act.” semis t : here is a little 
the members of the profession to give their opinion. mentioned Act.” It seems to me that th a 
weakness here. You know veterinary surgeons In the 
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country are more often called farriers than they are 
~ called veterinary surgeons. (No, No.) I know that at 
present in some parts of Scotland and Wales when they 
want a veterinary surgeon they say “send for the 
farrier,” and therefore it seems to me that if you register 
the shoeing-smiths and allow them to use the term 
farrier, when they say “go to John Brown, farrier ard 
registered shoeing-smith,’ that would imply that John 
Brown was a veterinary farrier and a registered shoeing- 
sinith. This shoeing-smith is registered, and he is allowed 
to use at the end of his name R.S.8S., Registered Shoeing 
Smith, but there is nothing to prevent him putting “John 
Brown, Farrier,’ and in addition to that “ Registered 
Shoeing-smith,”’ and that would implythat John Brownwas 
a Veterinary Surgeon and alsoa Registered Shoeing Smith. 

Mr. Wiison.—Have the Company of Farriers adopted 
the style of “ Registered Farriers as Shoeing Smiths,” 
or “ Registered Farriers ov Shoeing Smiths /” 

Mr. 8. Price.—As Shoeing Smiths. 

Mr. Huntine.—I wish to point out that at the bottom 
of the page you will see some little alterations which are 
to be adopted, and they include the or instead of the as. 

The Prestpenr.—Graduates will be registered as 
* Registered Shoeing Smith,” and the term Farrier will 
not appear on their certificates at all. 

Mr. Priee—But will there be anything to prevent 
them using the term farrier / 

The Prestpent.—It will be considered a breach of 
trust on the part of the Farriers’ Company, and they will 
be in a position to take steps to erase their names from 
the register. They can no more abuse the title than can 
a registered practitioner. They can no more call them- 
selves farriers than can a practitioner call himself a 
member of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

Mr. T. 8S. Price.—Now I come to the question of the 
attendances of the members of the Council. I will take 
for instance Mr, Wilson who has attended 8 council and 
18 committee meetings, but the clerk does not tel) us 
how many council and how many committee meetings he 
could have attended. If Mr. Wilson happened to be on 
all the Committees his 18 attendances would come out 
bad, but if he happeued to be on only two committees 
they would come out very good, I want it cut up and 
* divided into the proper committees so that we can see it 
at a glance. With regard to the question of finance, I 
find on last year’s balance sheet that the balance was 
£360, I presume that balance ought to be carried for- 
ward, Here I find it is £325, a difference of £35 some- 
where. 

A Memser.—I have got last year’s balance sheet in 
my hand and the balance is £325. You have been look- 
at the wrong figures. 

Mr. Doar (junior).—The annual Report shows that 
during the past year seven gentlemen have successfully 
competed for the Fellowship Degree. Each year shows 
a more and more marked falling off in the number pre- 
senting themselves for the distinction. Why is this? 
You all know at the time of the Edinburgh disturbances 
the Council refused to produce the marks for the Mem- 
bership examination ou the ground that the marks were 
privileged. But it never was the custom to publish 
those of the Fellowship—-still less to make invidious 
comparisons between successful candidates. The post of 
examiner for the Membership or Fellowship degree is a 
peculiarly honourable, delicate and responsible one. It is 
only to men of the highest fairness and learning it should 
be entrusted. But above all an examiner should be a 
gentleman. 

Mr. J. G. Parr.—I do not think we require an essay 
on honesty. 

The Prestpent.—So far as the Report refers to the 
fellowship degree it is a simple statement of the fact that 
a number of men have passed through the examination. 


Mr. Doar (junior).—When we find an examiner not 
only wanting in these characteristics, but 

The PREstpeENt.—We are not sitting in judgement on 
the examiners. If you have anything to say on that I 
shall rule you out of order. If there is anything you con- 
sider to in any way reflect on the character of an 
examiner or any officer of the Council, it is certainly the 
most appropriate method to pursue to direct the Coun- 
cil’s attention to it and not introduce it here. 

Mr. Dollar (junior).—I have done that, and no notice 
has been taken of it. You yourself, sir, were the recipient 
of it. I fear, unfortunately, the Council takes no notice 
of any questions directed against the conduct of any one 
of its members. 

The Prestpent.—I cannot sit here, sir, and hear you 
reflect on the council. 

Mr. Dotiar (junior).—You are the repository of the 
profession’s honour and honesty ; it is to you alone that 
I can appeal, and all communications to the council 
should be made through you. You have ignored it. [ 
bring it before the profession, and I ask the opinion 
of the profession on it. 

Mr. Wooprorre Hiii.—I should like to ask whether 
the members of our profession are to come two or three 
hundred miles to have ventilated what is simply and 
purely a personal matter. 

The PREsipENtT.—No one recognises it more than I 
do, 1 hope, Mr. Dollar, you will consider it the better 
mode of procedure to address a letter to the Council on 
the matter which you think reflects on the dignity of 
the Council. 

Mr. (junior).—I have done so. 

The Prestpent.—I rule you are out of order. I hope 
you will pay respect to the chair. 

Mr. Doar (junior).—I see here a certain statement 
with regard to the fellowship degrees ; I have noticed 
that a certain number of gentlemen have passed. [find that 
this number falls year by year; and I ask the reason. 
The Fellows are supposed to represent the highest grade 
in this profession, the Fellowship degree is something 
which carries with it an exalted degree of respect, and if 
there is any reason why gentlemen abstain from coming 


up to pass their examination it is a matter which . 


seriously affects the Council. 

The Prestpent.—Since the report has been in print 
four new members have been elected. 

Mr. Dotar (junior).—That, sir, [ cannot accept, you 
must not blow hot and blow cold. Anything which is 
likely to prejudice the Fellowship degree avd to prevent 
members of this profession from presenting themselves 
for that degree is not only of the highest importance to 
the Council, but of the highest impurtance to the pro- 
fession and to this meeting. There has been brought 
under my notice a most gross breach of privilege and 
confidence, and a matter which is likely to prejudice—— 

The Prestpent.—I must insist you are not on the re- 
port, Mr. Dollar is going to reflect upon the character of 
some one concerned with the examiring board. 

Mr. (junior) —I make no reflections, I only 
state facts. I leave it to the meeting to state whether they 
consider there has been a gross breach of confidence, and 
whether they think that any member of the examining 
Board has been guilty of conduct such as to require his 
removal. I noticed in the Veterinary Journal for April— 

The Prestpent.—I cannot admit anything that has 
been referred to in the Veterinary Journal. ; 

Mr. Dotiar.—Then I will bring before this meeting 4 
resolution : “ That this meeting, representing the pro- 
fession, hereby records its opinion that Dr. Fleming 
(shame) should no longer be entrusted with the duties 
of examiner for the Fellowship degree of the college, and 
calls on the Council to investigate the matter, and to en- 
force the steps it thinks necessary for the protection 
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and honour of the veterinary profession.” 
cries of shame.) 

The PREstpENt.—At any time when you have any- 
thing to say about any of the members of Council or the 
Examiners the Council will give it due consideration, 
but your present proceeding is irregular. In any other 
position I should have used stronger language and have 
commented on your resolution strongly indeed. 

Mr. Dottar (Junior)—I am content—having 
shewn this meeting the way in which its Council con- 
ducts its business, having shown the way in which 
any complaints directed against its members are shelved — 
I am content to withdraw from the meeting. 

Mr. Joun Warv.—I think we ought to consider the 
reason why this Fellowship degree becomes less sought 
after. The fact is it was wrongly founded. _ Its pro- 
moters thought to make an elevation appear by lowering 
the surroundings ; but its highest level is no higher 
than the common ground upon which every member of 
the profession stood a few years ago. 

Mr. J. Parures, A.V.D.—If a member thinks another 
is at fault he should go to him and tell him like a man, 
and not bring the matter before the whole profession. 
I suggest that the fees for this fellowship should be 
reduced. 

Professor W. O. (of Edinburgh)—It is 
proposed to raise the percentage of marks to 50 per cent. 
I beg to state the opinion of the best educational men in 
Scotland is that anything more than 33 per cent. is far 
too high to ask any student to pass. I quite agree with 
the gentleman who said that the educational examinations 
should be raised. But when the majority of young men 
about 17 or 18 leave school ‘they do a pupilage and then 
go to College ; and to ask them to pass 50 per cent. of 
the questions given is absurd. The medical profession 
ask no more than 30 per cent. It has been suggested 
that the examinations should be made more severe to 
keep people out of the profession. [do not think I ever 
heard a more narrow statement in all my life. If a 
man goes into the medical profession and cannot make 
his way in it let him get out of it, and if a man who has 
once got into the profession wants to keep another out 
I think he is far too selfish. I did a great deal of work 
to get through my Fellowship and [ think it a disgrace- 
ful thing to say that any of the Examiners who ex- 
anined me—and they are the same Examiners—ever did 
anything that was incorrect so far as I know. 

Mr. Huntine.—Bearing in mind that the last remark 
made by the last speaker was not called to order, there 
cannot be, by any fairness or right, any objection to my 
making a contradictory statement to that. If it is per- 
mitted for one man to say that the Examiners are good, 
it surely must be permitted to others to say that they 
are bad. (Applause.) But I am not going to say so. 
(Laughter.) Iam going to say that I consider that Mr. 
Dollar was stopped by the Chairman, not unfairly, but 
ill-advisedly. No doubt Mr. Dollar was going to offer 
his reason why so few members go up for the Fellowship 
and he therefore had a perfect right to state all the 
things that might frighten a man out. One important 
thing that might frighten men is the possibility of 
invidious-comparisons being publicly made between one 
man and another by the Examiners. I, myself, have 
been in the position of having been the victim of an 
invidious comparison which really, personally, did not 
trouble me a little, because it was simply untrue: It 
was founded not upon facts, but upon malice. Now to 
go back to the examinations that are referred to on the 
front page. You will find that 275 men went up for 
their C examination and half of them got piucked, which 
means, I suppose, that the examinations are of a proper 
standard, and that care is taken by the Examiners that 
nobody passes who has not a right to do so. If that be 
the case, the question between Mr. Raymond and Pro- 


(Uproar and 


fessor Williams may be explained in another way. If 
we raise the matriculation examination it is quite certain 
we shall debar some men from going to the schools and 
should debar them coming into the profession indirectly 
by preventing them going to the schools. To put on 
a too stiff examination would be certainly unfair. If 
our professional examination is such now as to stop un- 
educated men, and men of defective intelligence from 
entering the profession, it seems unfair to allow them 
to pass the first portal—the matriculation examination — 
and let them then, when they have spent their parents’ 
money and wasted years of time, tind they have no 
earthly chance of entering the profession by the last 
examination. 

Prof. WiLutams.—I quite agree that the examination 
should be raised, but fifty per cent. of marks in each 
subject is too high a standard, 

Mr, Huntinc.—When the matter is finally settled 
thirty per cent. will be the figure adopted. Mr. Ray- 
mond compared our examinations with the medical ex- 
aminations, and said that we should have a matricula- 
tion examination as stiff as the medical man. [do not 
think we ought to make any such comparisons. Do not 
let us slavishly follow their forms of examination, 
Another thing to be remembered is that it is the re- 
muneration they get out of it that greatly encourages 
& man to go into a profession. We may take our in- 
comes as averaging £200 a year with some few puizes 
of £1,500 a year. There are none to be compared with 
the prizes of the medical profession; therefore you 
have no right to ask that the parents of a boy should 
spend money for eight or ten years in edueating him for 
a profession where he can hardly get a living and never 
gets the social position he would like to have, and has a 
right to look for, if he had this education. There is no 
more painful thing than being educated above your 
business except, perhaps, being educated above your 
intelligence. [ expected there was going to be a lively 
meeting about this horse-shoeing business; but every- 
body seems to be agreel that we have done the right 
thing. What are “the rights and privileges”? of the 
members! To be allowed to mind their own business 
and to be protected from anybody else calling them- 
selves veterinary surgeons. The Act of 1881 does not 
enable you and you alone to practice veterinary medi- 
cine and surgery in this world, If the owner of a 
horse is foolish enough to employ a man who does not 
know anything about it there is no law to prevent him. 
I think it was a work of supererogation to talk about 
having taken “ due care to protect the rights and pri- 
vileges’’ &e. Here is a public company incorporated by 
an ancient charter, which proposes to found a horse- 
shoeing institute. You have an Act of Parliament to 
protect you. A Charter does not drive through an Act 
of Parliament. Is it not a little small for us with 
four Charters and an Act of Parliament to be afraid of 
the poor farriers with a little shop in a little back yard ! 
As to the Museum. You will find it is full of empty 
cases and old bones. We all have some good specimens 
in our own surgeries, and if we send them up to the 
Royal College, Prof. Axe will be delighted to find room 
for anything you send of pathological interest, With 
regard to the attendance of members on the Council, | 
quite agree that what is in the report does not represent 
the men who have done the work. We are getting rich ; 
we have £5,000 and we are making £500 a year, Do not 
you think it is time we established bursaries or scholar- 
ships / 

Mr. R. W. Burke, A.V.D.—I support the proposal for 
raising the standard of the profession. The standard of 
‘our examinations are very much inferior to those in 
| foreign countries. IL propose that we should make a 
| thorough inquiry into the education and examinations 
| belonging to foreign countries and adopt a similar 
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means of procedure ourselves. 
schools abroad require a man to be a doctor before he 
can be a veterinary surgeon. I contend our status just 
now is very little superior to that of the farriers of this 
country. I admit we are rising, but there is no reason 
why that rising should be stopped. Perhaps our ex- 
aminations might be extended from three to four. 

Mr. T. Horpkin.—From my little experience, away 
from the large town, every veterinary surgeon is known 
by the term farrier and it is possible that some of them 
will never hear of the scheme. But it is just possible 


The majority of the | mond had that object in view. We are all agreed upon 


the necessity of raising the standard of education, and 
there is no doubt that by so doing our professional status 
-may be exalted. Speaking on the same subject, Mr. 
Burke suggested the desirability of inquiry being made 
into the existing examinations of foreign countries. | 
think that would be a step in the right direction. [ 
think we should know what our neighbours are doing, 
this should be the key for our guidance in the future, 
As to the desirability of instituting four examinations in- 
stead of three, I should rather be disposed to make it 


| 


that some of them will, and if they come to London and two instead of three. If the examinations were reduced to 
become a sort of qualified practitioners, they will become | two, it would not only financially benefit this college, but 


a source of intense trouble to the qualified surgeons, | 
IT hope that everybody will remember that the terms 
farrier and veterinary surgeon are synonymous, 

Mr. A. Learner (Liverpool)—At Ormskirk at least 
forty per cent. of the veterinary surgeons go under the 
term “farrier.” I do not see how we are going to get 
rid of the term “farrier,” because any horse-shoer may 
put that in his sign. [ see that one of the members 
has been erased from the register for an offence. 
was convicted of fraud and [ see that the High Court 
have quashed the conviction, and [ presume he is now 
at liberty to be re-instated. [ remember him obtruding 
himself upon the Council at one of these-meetings, and 
as he would not go out it was left to me :.ad another 
gentleman to put him out. I think it is only due to 
that gentleman to apologise t» him before this meet- 
ing since he has now been found to be innocent. 

The Presipent.—The gentleman has not been re- 
instated, the matter has not come before the Royal 
College. 

Prof. PeNsertHy.—I notice a rather important 
omission—that Latin can still be taken as a volun. 
tary subject. L hope the Council or this meeting will 
express themselves on the point as to whether they think 
it necessary and desirable that Latin should be a com- 
pulsory subject. As a student and as a teacher, I can 
say it would be of the utmost value to every student who 
enters the profession in his student and after-life. 

Mr. Barrerr.—lt is most important that Latin should 
be made a compulsory subject. Latin is now a com- 
pulsory subject in the second class examinations of the 
College of Preceptors, which is a very fair examination 
which not one out of twenty veterinary students could 
pass. As regards the farriers I cannot think how any- 
one can object to a scheme of this kind. 

Mr. J. D. Lambert.—I agree with what Mr. Pen- 


berthy says about Latin ; and undoubtedly some Greek | 


is of the greatest assistance to any man studying medi- 
cine. Mr. Hunting said the emoluments received by 
the veterinary surgeons were very small, comparatively 


speaking. I think there is no profession in proportion — 


to its number where men make so good an income as in ours. 
Mr. W. Hiti.—I should like to move that “ reading 
aloud and writing from dictation ” (page 3), should be 
immediately expunged ; they are only fit for the nursery 
or infants’ school. 
The Prestpent.—I think the great bulk of the re- 
marks which have been made have received replies from 


members of the Council and others, but dealing with | 


the questions raised by Mr. Raymond, referring to the 
overstocked condition, one hardly need say that it is very 
desirable to deal with a question of the kind in a very 
liberal spirit. I should be the last in the world to offer 
any opposition to anyone entering the profession, with 
simply that view. By all means if the profession is in an 
overstocked condition, and if it is so overstocked by ma- 
terial that would be better out of it, then seek to reduce 
the quantity of the material, and hence its value and 
a. But it should not go abroad that we have any 

esire to reducethe number of members simply from any 
selfish motive. I do not think indeed that Mr. Ray- 


He | 


it would help the students better than the system now 
adopted. With regard to the question of Latin as an 
obligatory subject, I think it is desirable that it should 
be obligatory. We however have taken the advice of an 
institution most competent to judge on this matter, and 
_ they have suggested to us a certain line of conduct, but 
_ of course we are not bound by that line of conduct. There 
| appears to be a general concensus of opinion expressed by 
this meeting, that Latin should be an obligatory subject, 
and I should certainly give that expression of opinion my 
most u qualified support. Speaking of the scheme which 
has recently been promulgated by the Farriers’ Company, 
it should be clearly understood by our profession that 
everything has been done to guard our own interests, 
while at the sime time we seek to help en the farriers’ 
cause. So far as registered shoeing-smiths are 
concerned they will only be entitled to call themselves 
| Registered Shoeing-Smiths, and it is hoped that in the 
course of time the term farrier will be altogether dis- 
sociated from shoeing-smiths, and that shoeing-smiths 
will be known only as such. It is true that overa large 
area of this country the term farrier has been identitied 
more or less closely with veterinary surgeon ; but I think 
in the course of time the term farrier will sink into 
obscurity. Mr. Leather intimated that it would not be 
desirable that this college should be too closely associated 
with the Farriers’ Company in this matter. I think 
the more closely we are identfiied with the Farriers’ 
Company ir. their scheme the better it will be for the’ 
college, because certain members of the Council of the 
R.C.VS. will form a portion of the Committee which 
will govern the action of the Farriers’ Company. We 
should be in a position to advise them to correct any 
possible abuses that may be introduced into the practice 
or carrying out of the scheme, and be in a-better position 
to help ourselves. 

The motion for the adoption of the report was then 
/put and carried, 39 voting for its adoption and none 
against it. Attention having been called to the fact 
that voting papers had not been sent to several members. 
Mr. Dour (senior) moved : “ That in the opinion of 
the profession here present it is wrong in principle for a 
-member of Council to act as an examiner.’’ Seconded by 
Mr. Rogers, but lost, 21 voting against and 20 in favour. 

Mr. Barrerr then moved: “ That in the opinion of 

this meeting Latin should be made obligatory, and that 

| the Council be asked to give effect to this resolution at 
earliest practicable date.”’ Mr, Price seconded. 

Mr. HuntiNe strongly opposed a stiff Latin examin. 
tion being made compulsory. 

The motion was carried unanimously, 45 members 
voting in its favour. ’ 

Mr. Huntine’s motion “ That in the opinion of this 
meeting the Council should be called upon to consider 
the advisability of taking steps to obtain a new Charter, 
so as to render possible alterations in the profession, 
especially as to the 9th clause,’’ was carried by a majority 
of 4, the numbers being 25 for and 21 against. 

The proceedings came to an end with votes of thanks 
to the Chairman and the scrutineers. 


a 

a 


